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"The Impact of Family Disintegration on Juvenile Delinquency in Lebanon: An Analysis of
Specialists’ Perspectives in Correctional Institutions™

Abstract:

The objective of this article is to study the role of family disintegration on juvenile delinquency in Lebanon through the lens
of specialists operating in the field between hospitals, rehabilitation centers and youth detention centers. The sampling
consisted of three social workers and a psychologist working at Roumieh Central Prison — Juvenile Section. For the purpose
of accomplishing the objective of the study, a structured interview was done. This study was based on a descriptive-analytic
approach.

The study identifies family instability as the major cause of juvenile delinquency. As it is the most basic unit of life, family
directly influences a juvenile's behavior because it mirrors two most vital indicators: family closeness and parenting style,
especially when it comes to ethics. A family unit that is stable and supportive is the fortress that prevents the juvenile from
being influenced by economic hardship and other unfavorable outside forces. But a dysfunctional or fragmented family that
does not fulfill its role as a proper upbringing and socialization system exposes juveniles to harmful factors that draw them
toward delinquent behavior. These juveniles are inclined to follow negative peer groups and engage in illegal activities
which leads to imprisonment.

The following are suggested: awareness programs and seminars for families regarding proper methods of social upbringing,
improving post-release care programs to ensure the rehabilitation and reintegration of juveniles into society strengthening
social workers’ roles in rehabilitation and follow-up.

Keywords: Family, Social factors, Juveniles.
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